In the s, two Asian genocides each resulted, according to most estimates, in the deaths of at least 1.5 million people. In March 1971, the Pakistani army launched a campaign to repress the independence movement of Bengalis in the eastern half of the geographically separated nation. The campaign of murder, rape, and pillage that continued until December 1971 caused 1 to 3 million deaths. By some accounts, 200,000 Bengali women were raped. The International Commission of Jurists concluded that a campaign of genocide involved . . . the indiscriminate killing of civilians, including women and children and the poorest and weakest members of the community; the attempt to exterminate or drive out of the country a large part of the Hindu population; the arrest, torture and killing of Awami League activists and students, professionals, business men and other potential leaders among the Bengalis; the raping of women; the destruction of villages and towns. 1
The Pakistani repression ended when India defeated Pakistan in a twoweek war in December 1971. East Pakistan gained independence as the new nation of Bangladesh shortly thereafter.
In Cambodia, the Khmer Rouge seized power from the United Statesbacked Lon Nol regime in April 1975. The new communist regime attempted an immediate transition to communism, which included the forced evacuation of urban residents to the countryside. Ethnic minorities were especially targeted for persecution. By the time the Khmer Rouge was driven from power by an invading Vietnamese army in January 1979, at least 1.5 million Cambodians had died as a result of Khmer Rouge policies. 2 Despite the similar death tolls, the two events have received very different levels of attention from scholars in the West. 3 Almost from the moment the Khmer Rouge took power, there were debates about whether or not genocide was being committed in Cambodia and, subsequently, about the nature of the genocide. While the events in what became the nation of Bangladesh received intense media coverage in 1971, there has been little scholarly interest in the question of genocide since that time. Those who write about the 1971 secession crisis in South Asia tend to ignore or pass briefly over the repressive measures imposed in East Pakistan, and little attention is paid to the Bengalis. In fact, the genocide in Bangladesh attracts so little interest that a portion of this chapter will be devoted to demonstrating that there is substantial evidence from a variety of sources to indicate that a genocide did indeed occur. When a seminar on the Bangladesh genocide (an unprecedented event in the United States) was held at Kean University in 2007, the website for the event described the purpose of the event: " . . . Through this introductory seminar, Kean University is revisiting the horrific genocide that Bangladesh suffered in 1971, an untold mass killing story to most of the western population." 4 Even as genocide became a much-studied topic in American colleges and universities, a seminar on the 1971 genocide was described as examining an "untold" episode in twentieth-century history.
I will examine this evidence and the reasons why the genocide has been widely ignored, beginning with an analysis of the selective interest that seems to afflict scholars of genocide, and politicians and activists of all political persuasions. 5 I will recount the background of the political conflict between East and West Pakistan, and apply the definition of "genocide" to the case of Bangladesh in 1971. The controversy surrounding the number of victims of the 1971 massacres will also be examined. A major section of the chapter will explore the evidence for genocide and its denial in Western scholarship. In conclusion, I will attempt to explain this neglect, and even denial, in much of the West.
Some Genocides Are More Compelling than Others: Selective Compassion & Interest
It is obvious that some killings of genocidal proportions generate considerably more attention and interest than others. A striking example of a neglected human catastrophe is the mass murder inflicted on the Congo
